
2nd Service FAQ           April 26th, 2019 

 

We are continuing to have some helpful conversations about the 2nd service. Many of these shape and 

change this endeavor as well as give us an idea what still needs more thought or explanation. Contrary views 

also help shape the project, provide important pause, and insert important considerations. Please keep them 

coming! We will cover some of what we’re learning/exploring at the upcoming quarterly gathering (May 5). In 

the meantime, please read this and if you still have questions, email JT@TheRiverNRV.org. If you haven’t read 

the full second service document, find it at www.therivernrv.org by clicking on the “Second Service” tab. Your 

feedback, concerns and questions are very important to us! 

 

Questions (I put some which you may have heard before towards the bottom) 

 

How much was raised in Lenten offerings, and how much more is needed?  The total amount (both given 

and pledged to be given) was $16,500. Our goal was $17,700 (low side) and $25,700 (high side). In addition to 

what we’ve received, we have $1,527.00 in our 2019 budget for our next vision step -- so technically we have 

$18,027 towards this venture.  

 

Will we continue to raise money? This decision will be made by the parish council and stewardship team. 

We’re of course not opposed to people giving money towards it. 

 

What’s the process from this point forward? The staff and parish council are in favor of moving forward with 

a design/implementation team, while we realize unresolved areas need to be addressed before launch. In this 

sense we’re in betrothal -- we’re not yet married, but getting closer to the idea that this will likely happen. In the 

meantime, we’re talking, listening, praying, and open to how God/others are shaping it. In regards to next 

steps, May 19th at 4:30 in the Church of God, we’re holding a prayer/design team meeting. 

 

What still needs to fall into place? 1. Committed attendees/servers - we have several people at The River 

who have indicated an interest in helping make the 2nd service a reality. Future gatherings for prayer/design 

team will need to see a firm 20 adults committed to attending and serving. 2. Volunteers - 1st service help will 

also need to be firmed up so we continue to have adequate volunteers for 1st service ministries. 3. Staff for 1st 

service - we need to hire a children’s ministry coordinator and staff administrator to shore up these areas  4. 

Staff for 2nd service - we estimate this service will need two part-time paid staff for children’s ministry (one 

coordinator and one childcare worker), and a part-time logistics coordinator. We are hoping that our future 

children’s ministry coordinator will be able to add up to 5 hours to oversee the 2nd service children’s ministry 

(even if the coordinator cannot attend both services every week).  

 

Why not just do a more traditional 2nd service (like a duplicate of the first service)? Because it wouldn’t 

accomplish our primary goal of reaching people who are either brand new to the faith or very young in their 

faith through a dialogue-oriented approach of addressing questions.  

 

Why not host a seminar to answer people’s questions? Why do a worship service if we want to reach 

these people? A seminar begins and ends; it doesn’t have the gravity or longevity that a worship service has. 

Also we believe there is something good and powerful that happens when people who don’t yet “buy in” to 

Christ, see others worshipping (check out Worship Evangelism by Sally Morgenthaler). This is biblical (read the 

book of Corinthians, for example, where Paul’s expectation is that there will be non-Christians in our worship 

services). We presently have non-Christians coming to our first service, by the way, so we know that non-

Christians will come and benefit from worship -- especially when there’s something attractive and different than 

what they’ve experienced in most churches (like dialogue during or after the service). 
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Will it work to do apologetic discussions (answering questions about the faith) in the context of 

worship? We don’t know -- we haven’t done it before. We will definitely get more information, and adapt, as 

we see how it proceeds. Like many other things we do in life and faith, if it is not successful in the way we had 

hoped, we will adjust. In case you’re wondering, others have done this before -- for decades, actually. Tim 

Keller has had dialogue and Q/A as a part of his services, as well as afterwards. We may choose to have it 

after and not during, if the latter isn’t as effective. Churches have had mixed results -- which is expected. Some 

have flourished and others have not. We can’t ultimately know until we try. 

 

Why have a separate name? Why are we thinking of “Mars Hill”? A separate name gives it a different 

identity. Using our River name just looks like the same service, different time. Also, a name imparts vision -- 

not just to the people you want to reach, but to the people who are making it happen. Since at Mars Hill (Acts 

17) Paul brought the gospel into secular culture, we desire that this service will help us reach people who 

wouldn’t otherwise come to church -- bringing the gospel to them. It’s not necessarily as much about others 

thinking the name is cool as much as it is providing vision for what we want to accomplish through it. We’re not 

settled on that name -- that’s why we’ve announced the flyer (and ideas thereof) as a “sample”. 

 

Where is it going to meet? The Church of God has agreed we can use their space for a very reasonable 

amount, so this option is open to us. Ultimately we’ll want to hear from the Lord and others on the design team. 

 

Why Sunday night? Our staff does not want to do a service on Friday or Saturday. There are other reasons, 

but if staff doesn’t want to go on either of those nights, that pretty much answers that question.  

 

What will the service look like? Shorter than our present service (under 75 minutes) -- more informal, less 

music (about 5 songs). Less liturgy with a sermon addressing questions/topics that people are asking. 

Communion. No clergy collars. 

 

Who are we trying to reach? We’re not naive that people who aren’t presently attending church, are not 

necessarily LOOKING for something with a cool name (like Mars Hill), or a later service time like the evening.  

We’re believing people WILL come because (a) they’re intrigued by a church that’s addressing topics they’re 

interested in, in a way that is a conversational; (b) they’ve been invited by someone they trust; (c) they were 

already thinking about trying out a church and they saw an invitation/mailer/ad that piqued their interest or (d) 

they’re attracted to the vision of what we’re doing. We’re especially interested in people who aren’t connected 

to a church (unchurched or de-churched), or those who are under-churched (attending one sporadically without 

any true involvement or interest in the church beyond major holidays). We’re wanting people who have spiritual 

questions and want to hear those questions addressed. We’re looking for people of all ages, nationalities and 

spiritual maturities. We need Christians as well as non-Christians -- younger and older! People with a variety of 

gifts (hospitality, children, serving, administrating, teaching and shepherding) are needed. 

 

Why are we doing this? To reach people who would be attracted to a place where their questions can be 

addressed on a regular basis -- in a respectful and intellectual way; to reach people with doubts and questions 

that they may not feel comfortable addressing in a more traditional church setting; to reach people who would 

like a worship service that has less liturgy and more informality than our present one; to offer a worship service 

that isn’t so early in the day; to alleviate space problems (sanctuary, parking and fellowship hall) in our present 

service; to utilize the broad bench of clergy we have, giving them room to minister and grow; to utilize presently 

untapped resources in our congregation and give laity opportunities to serve and grow; to set up future long-

term endeavors with increased people, capital, and talents. 

 


