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Good morning!   For those of you whom I have not met, my name is Claire Andrews, and I am 
one of the directors of Discipleship here at The River.  I serve here along with my husband 
Chris.   

Last week, I realized we had very quietly passed our third anniversary of working at the River.  
Out of curiosity, how many of you have begun attending since July 13, 2015?   Raise your hand.  
So many of you can relate to moving around.  The beautiful opportunity in moving around is that 
we have the chance to press a reset button.  It’s a great time to establish new patterns and to 
develop parts of yourself that have been left neglected.  

The fact that I was different really came to the fore a few weeks ago when I was preparing for 
our daughter, Laura’s wedding.  I was shopping for a new dress when a clerk in the store 
stopped me in my tracks.  I was wrestling with a weird hook in the back, and I asked for her 
help. She made a comment about my being athletic.  Now - I have to admit I gave the lady a 
side eye… was that a nice way of saying I was stocky?  or did she notice something about me 
that made it look in her eyes like I was athletic.  

I was laughing about this with a friend, and my friend said, “Well… you walk a lot.”  Yeah but 
that does not really make one athletic… but you also do Zumba, and you’ve taken up boxing.”  
So - yes - Chris and I have been looking for some activity that we can do together.  Chris is a 
runner - and my shins dislike running - so I’m not joining him.  And he won’t join me with 
Zumba… so Boxing it is.  Before anyone becomes concerned - it is basically a work out circuit - 
but we do box. There’s something visceral about punching bags - I love it!  and yes we do a very 
small amount of mitt work in the ring.

And ok… I own my own pair of boxing gloves… and use them a couple times a week.  That 
might begin to move me more into an athletic arena.  

And I began to realize, I have been changing… trying on different gloves so to speak.

You might wonder what this has to do with our scripture reading?  I’m going to invite you to join 
me in the book of Amos.  If you open a Bible a the center, you will probably land around Psalms 
or Proverbs, keep on going further past Ezekiel from last week, and between the tiny book of 
Joel and Obadiah…

Amos was a guy who was called to a new place and was called to switch gears - going 
from one  calling to another… 

Let’s dig into Amos for just a minute.  In Amos, chapter 1, Amos reveals that he is a shepherd 
from Tekoa.  Tekoa was a little village about 12 miles south of Jerusalem.  The word there for 
herdsman is a little unclear as to whether he herded sheep or cattle, and we also don’t know if 
he owned the livestock or worked for the owner.  We also learn in Chapter 7 that he is an 
arborist - that he cares for sycamore fig trees… he’s a regular joe.  He is not a priest or prophet.  
He is not a government official… but a regular guy making a living.  

As Amos explains in 7:15 - “The Lord took me from tending the flock and said to me, 
“Go, prophesy to my people Israel.”   At this point in history, the Israelites had become a 
divided kingdom:  Divided into two kingdoms, Judah and Israel.  Amos lived in Judah and was 
told by God to Israel. so, he went.
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You have to feel for Amos. He was a regular guy, plucked by God to go on a mission to tell a 
country who at this point of time is in the midst of a political and military heyday… there was 
great prosperity in both Judah and Israel.  In addition, there was idolatry, extravagant 
indulgence, immorality, corruption and oppression of the poor.  40 years earlier, Elisha had 
prophesied that a resurgence of Israel’s power and more recently, Jonah had prophesied a 
restoration of glory - and these prophecies came to pass.  Unfortunately, as is often the case, 
prosperity brought religious and moral corruption.  How quickly they forgot God’s discipline and 
turned to their own ways…   

Look at Chapter 7:7.  It starts with “This is what he (God) showed me…” I love this - simply - 
this is what God showed me.  I always wonder how that started for him.  Did he see visions as a 
young man, had he always been insightful?  In my training as a spiritual director, we are 
encouraged to slow down, to notice, to listen, to take note of invitations… 

In several earlier passages in Amos, we see the question from the Lord, “What do you see, 
Amos?”  God is inviting Amos to notice what something - and then he explains what it 
means.  

“This is what he showed me: The Lord was standing by a wall that had been built true to 
plumb, with a plumb line in his hand.  And the Lord asked me, “What do you see, Amos?”

“A plumb line,” I replied.

Then the Lord said, “Look, I am setting a plumb line among my people Israel; I will spare 
them no longer.

“The high place of Isaac will be destroyed
and the sanctuaries of Israel will be ruined;
with my sword I will rise against the house of Jeroboam.”

God shows Amos a plumb line - a simple pointed weight tied to a string that a builder or 
carpenter might use to see if a wall is straight.  God explains that this plumb line demonstrated 
that while Israel was built to be straight - to be righteous; it had chosen to time and again forget 
who they were and whose they were.  

You see, because all was going well, the Israelites had become smug and self-righteous.  
They were worshiping idols and the religious and political centers were determined to follow 
their own way - despite warnings, reprimands, discipline -… they would straighten up then 
wander away. 

In the book of Amos, this is the only human conversation recorded, so this exchange recorded  
in Amos 7  must have made a huge impact.  

.Amos proclaims God’s message - and Amaziah - one of the priests of Bethel  which was where 
the King’s sanctuary was located — tells King Jeroboam of Israel.  

Amaziah is more worried about his position as a “professional” priest than following God’s 
warnings.  He is more afraid of Jeroboam’s reactions than the truth that this prophet was 
proclaiming.  
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We don’t hear what Jeroboam says to Amaziah but the resulting message was what Amaziah 
tells Amos… 

“Get out, you seer! Go back to the land of Judah. Earn your bread there and do your 
prophesying there. Don’t prophesy anymore at Bethel, because this is the king’s 
sanctuary and the temple of the kingdom.”

Amaziah tells him to leave and calls him a seer - and implies that Amos was a prophet for hire- 
that he will serve and give favorable prophecies to any who paid him.  Amaziah makes it clear 
that this was the small k - king’s sanctuary.  I can almost imagine it - quite lovely and devoid of 
the presence of God.

Amos’s calmly responds…
“I was neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet, but I was a shepherd, and I also took 
care of sycamore-fig trees. But the Lord took me from tending the flock and said to me, 
‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’

God had taken him from being a shepherd and had given him a specific message for a specific 
people.

So what can we learn from this prophet and from this passage:

1.  First - God was very clear about how he would have His people live. And he has that 
same expectation for us.

He expects us to live lives that are plumb - in alignment to His word.  He is not like some unfair 
employer who keeps changing his expectations.  We are given our guide to life in the Bible.  
While this passage seems rather harsh and hard, immediately prior to these verses in this same 
chapter - God had relented twice.  He bends over backwards to make sure we understand what 
we are to do AND then has grace on us.  He is gracious and loving but is clear in his desires for 
us. 

I had a friend the other day confess to  - “I keep messing up over and over again.  How can the 
Lord put up with me?”   I asked her if when she woke up each morning, did she set out to yell at 
her kids, to not spend time with the Lord, to lose her temper?  “NO!”  okay - that is the difference 
in you and the Israelites - they believed that if they simply performed the temple rituals - that 
was all required.  Caring for the poor, sharing what they had,  choosing to obey the Lord … not 
knowingly thumbing your nose which is what was going on here.  

God is not going to hold us accountable for that which we don’t know - but we are accountable 
for that which we do know.  And this same God offers grace upon grace and forgiveness upon 
forgiveness.   

2.  Second -  Amos paid attention to God - God continuously prompted Amos in saying “What 
do you see, Amos?”  I believe God invites us to pay attention to Him as well.  The God of the 
universe had conversations with Amos and He invites us into an ongoing relationship.

In John, Jesus tells his disciples - “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have 
said to you.”  
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But here is the key - we have to be looking for God to speak.  We have to slow down enough to 
hear.  We have to be reading His word—open to his speaking… and believing that He does still 
communicate with His people.

Last week, in Mary’s sermon, she talked about the reality of the supernatural.  What a great 
explanation she gave of why we don’t see miracles today.  We have become so pragmatic that 
we don’t expect it… I believe that we also don’t hear God just speak to us through His word 
and His world because we don’t expect it to happen.

I fully get that there have been abuses and misuses of spiritual gifting and power - and I myself 
have experienced what I would call spiritual abuse by some claiming God’s name, HOWEVER - 
that does not mean that all prophecy and all supernatural is not of God. Nor does it mean 
that He has stopped talking to His people.  When you pray, I challenge you to stop talking 
for long enough to listen!  Prayer is meant to be a two way conversation, people!  And read 
God’s word with an open heart - ask him as you begin your time with him “God, what are 
you speaking to me today?”  

What if we each started our day - before we got out of bed, and said, “Lord what would you 
have me to do today?” 

3.  Finally, when we are living lives that are plumb, when we are  listening and noticing, 
God speaks and sometimes He calls us to do something we do not expect.  

Here’s where these boxing gloves come back into our story.  Had I ignored the invitation of a 
friend to explore a new sport, had I ignored the invitation of my husband to find something we 
could do together, had I desperately clung to my old ways and habits, I might not have 
embraced the opportunity to change, to step into something new… 

Our journey with God is similar - when we are listening and open and noticing where God is 
speaking and inviting… we may be invited into a new journey - much like Amos was.  

As a final exercise, I’m curious about something… 

Would everyone please stand up?  If you are ordained clergy, please sit down.  

If you have been to seminary or Bible college in preparation for some sort of ministry type job, 
please sit down.

Just for good measure, if you are currently serving as a missionary or on a church staff, please 
sit down.

Look around… Say to those still standing, “You are Amos” - 

Now have a seat. Please let me be very clear.  I am not saying that you all are to go running out 
of here to the first person you see and proclaim God’s wrath… what I AM saying is that God 
does have a call for each of us.  
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Amos was very clear in that he was not planning on this prophecy call… he had been living life 
when God “took him”  from tending the flock and said to me, ‘Go prophecy to my people, 
Israel.’”

I kept getting pulled back to this exchange and in looking at the Hebrew - for “took” - 
Laqach  “” la ka (short a and aaac back of throat sound) -  

to take, fetch, lay hold of, seize, even to  marry —  

God was very clear - it doesn’t sound like Amos was wondering - Hmm… I wonder if God is 
telling me to do this?  God was very clear as to what He was telling Amos to do and to whom to 
go. 

And here’s the kicker… You may already be exactly where God would have you be.  Chris was 
called to begin this journey in 2004… but it was not until 2013 he was able to move on into 
Seminary full time.  That didn’t mean we were sitting idly around -  we raised two children, I was 
serving in a church and learning lessons you all are benefiting from today.  Chris worked and 
mentored a group of 10 young men through high school - 2 of whom are in seminary with others 
heavily involved in lay ministry. So it’s not always a quick plucking out off the farm… 

If you are told to stay put, I would ask this, Are you doing what he would have you do there?  If 
so, praise God!  If not, get going! 

When we were wondering where we were to go after Seminary, God was very clear.  Chris 
shared with you about God’s gracious provisions for us to attend Seminary. 

What he didn’t tell you was about a discovery I had just a few weeks earlier.  As I was preparing 
for Laura and Matt’s wedding, I wanted to give Laura some treasure.  I was never a good 
scrapbooker or baby memory book maker.  In fact I have tons of photos in boxes under my bed.  
But what I do well is journal.  I had even started a journal recording the story of Laura’s life, but 
even that had been too structured for my free flowing approach.  But what I did have were my 
own journals of conversations with God.  Prayers and thoughts - many of them around my 
family.  I started going back through them pulling prayers I had written for Laura and rewriing 
them in a journal I had purchased as a baby journal.  As I was going back through the journals i 
read this that I had written in 2008… “….” 

Do you really think it was happen stance that God had me find this recorded conversation?  Can 
you imagine his loving laughter ?  

Please know that the God of the universe has a plan for how we are to live our lives “plumb” 
according to His word.  Please know that the God of the universe still speaks to day.
And Please know that the God of the universe is inviting us into our own Amos journey.  
We may not be prophets to an entire nation, but we are called to lovingly share his truth 
with those around us… we just have to listen to his invitation.
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Announcements:

1. If you have not had an opportunity to do so, please complete the Survey in our Enews about 
a potential Time change, and if you have not read Jonathan’s letter to the congregation, I 
encourage you to do so - hopefully it will clarify a few things.

2.  July 29 is our Quarterly Gathering and Potluck

3.  Later that day July 29-30 is our White Water Rafting with our youth- but my understanding is 
that you don’t have to be a youth to go - contact Chris Meckley if you’re interested 

4.  Lastly - August 11 is the International Furniture Giveaway - if you have furniture to give away 
or you’d like to volunteer the link is in your news and bulletin - this is a great opportunity to serve 
the internationals moving to our community.


