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WELCOME to the homepage of The 

River Church. The River is a blue-jean 

friendly, ancient-future faith community in 

Blacksburg, Virginia. On this website, enjoy 

our latest eNews, sermons, blogs and more! 

We're thrilled that you're taking time to look 

at our ministry and we hope you will worship 

with us. The River is an amazing group of 

people, and I'm privileged to be part of it.  If 

we can be of any help to you, please don't 

hesitate to contact us.

  The Rev. Dr. Jonathan R. Tagg

THE RIVER CHURCH
an ancient/future faith community

Our Vision for Discipleship 
Following Jesus Christ as a disciple means 
surrendering every part of our lives to him.  The 
River’s discipleship path is intended to provide a 
clear set of next steps for new and renewed 
followers of Jesus, maturing both the head and 
the heart so that we commit our whole lives to 
Christ in worship, learning, obeying him, loving 
and discipling others, and using our spiritual gifts 
in service and outreach. 

This path does include some classes for the basics 
of the faith and key areas of life.  However, the 
goal is to create a "multiplying" culture of 
disciples making disciples in both formal and 
informal ways, with an emphasis on growth 
through small group communities.  The process is 
centered in the Bible’s message and examples of 
discipleship, especially as modeled by Jesus and 
the Apostle Paul.

This is my prayer: 
that your love may abound more and more 

in knowledge and depth of insight, 
so that you may be able to discern what is best 

and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 
filled with the fruit of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ — 

to the glory and praise of God. 

Philippians 1:9-11

NEXT STEPS 

Our Guided Path to Growing 

as a Disciple of Jesus
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COME DRINK FLOW 
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Essentials
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Growing 
in Christ

103:
Flow
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Leadership

 Aug: 103: Flow Workshop
 Nov: 101: River Essentials

 102 in Spring 2020

U P C O M I N G    P A T H    C L A S S E S

R I V E R    D I S C I P L E S H I P    P A T H

Discipleship

Mission

Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, rivers of living water will flow from within them. - John 7:37-38

Stepping into The River Ready to Swim

Worship

In addition to the Discipleship Path foundational classes above, 
often another adult ed class will be offered using the best lay-level 
resources on a rotating set of themes that explore core areas of our 
lives: our “continuing ed” for a lifelong walk with Jesus:
• Relationships

Marriage, Parenting, Dating, Friendship, Difficult People
• Vocation / Career

Calling, Integrity, Burnout
• Personal Finance

Budgeting, Debt, Stewardship, Saving
• Emotionally Healthy Life & Spirituality

Alpha
Course

Inspired by John 7:37-38, our Discipleship Path is designed for 
the person who is “thirsty”, desiring to come to Jesus and drink 
his message, leading to the out-flow of “living water” in ministry.

The Alpha Course is an 11-week class that will be periodically 
offered to introduce interested seekers to Jesus and the Christian 
faith. Each week starts with a meal, offers a low-pressure, basic 
presentation on one aspect of the faith, and opportunities for 
discussion and Q&A in small groups.

101-103 are the foundational classes we offer at The River each 
year. Each is discussion-oriented and open not just to new 
believers, but to anyone looking for a refresher in the basics for 
every disciple of Jesus:
• 101: River Essentials is recommended for every newcomer at 

The River. This 2-3 session class is required to become a 
member of The River, but taking the class does not obligate 
you to become a member. Topics include the basic Good News 
of Jesus, how to become a Christian, how to study the Bible 
and pray, why worship and service are important, the story of 
the Anglican Church and The River, our basic and distinctive 
beliefs, baptism and communion, and our membership 
covenant.

• 102: Growing in Christ builds on Alpha and River Essentials 
by digging deeper into the core beliefs, practices, habits, and 
character of a growing Christian. Participants will be prepared 
for Confirmation if they choose to take that step..

• 103: Flow Workshop is a 1-day working session that helps 
you understand your strengths and gifts through the results of 
StrengthsFinder or Spiritual Gifts Inventory surveys. You will 
learn how to best use them to serve and work with others both 
inside and outside the church. You will then have the chance to 
sign up for volunteer opportunities at The River. This workshop 
will also help you learn how to share your story of following 
Jesus with others.

• Below the classes is Small Group Community. We encourage 
every adult at The River to regularly attend at least one Life 
Group (co-ed), Men’s or Women’s Group. These long-term 
small groups provide ongoing growth through Bible-based 
studies, spiritual friendships, social and service get-togethers, 
and prayer for one another.

Under “Ready to Swim” are the desired outcomes for someone 
who walks our Discipleship Path: worship, discipleship, and 
mission — the key lifelong practices of a maturing Christian.  For 
many there will also be the opportunity to enter into leadership at 
The River as they mature as followers of Christ.

L I F E    T R A C K

Leadership

+    S M A L L    G R O U P    C O M M U N I T Y


